[An analysis of cases of missed acute appendicitis: for the time being there is no basis for a better policy].
Case reports of patients with acute appendicitis that was not recognised in time highlight the probability and the implications of significant complications. Early surgical treatment is dependent on early diagnosis, and this is usually the domain of general practice. With regard to the missed cases, it is important to see them in proper perspective: appendicitis is present in only a minority of all presentations of abdominal pain. General practitioners should refer 'liberally' in case of even minor signs or symptoms, so that appendicitis will be missed only in cases with a highly atypical presentation. It is important to realise that this happens, but it is not possible to draw conclusions from it that can serve as a guide to routine practice, as referral of all presentations of abdominal pain would be undesirable. There is a need to test the added value of diagnostic procedures like CRP and echography. However, until there is evidence that this could change the practice in atypical cases, practitioners can do no better than to reflect upon their faults.